
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 8 June 2005] 

 p215b-217a 
Mr Max Trenorden; Chairman; Mr John Day; Mr Martin Whitely; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Norm Marlborough 

 [1] 

Division 19:  Education Services, $229 767 000 - 
Dr S.C. Thomas, Chairman. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter, Minister for State Development representing the Minister for Education and Training. 

Ms Y. Seetoh, Manager, Financial Services, Curriculum Council. 

Mrs N. Jeffery, Chief Executive Officer, Curriculum Council. 

Mr B. Parkin, Director, Non-government and International Education. 

Mr T. Werner, Director, Higher Education and Legislative Review. 

Ms E.M. Iaschi, Manager, Financial Services. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I refer to the fourth dot point on page 318, which relates to private schools.  Can the 
minister supply me with a list of all the new schools that have been added to the system in the past two years?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  All the new private schools? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does the member mean non-government schools, because the Catholic education 
system does not categorise itself as private?   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  The whole lot.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I cannot see why we cannot do that. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It is an easy thing to do.  The minister does not have to do it today.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Towards the end of last year we collated that information.  It might have been in 
response to a question of the member for Darling Range.  I do not think it is difficult to access that information.   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I saw it in The West Australian, but it was for one year.  I think the answer was four, 
but I cannot be sure which four schools were added to the system in the past 12 months.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Until today’s date? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes.  I would like to know the schools that have been added in the past two years 
until today’s date.  I would appreciate it if the minister could supply that information. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Is the minister agreeing to supply a list of schools added to the system in the past two years?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I may be able to provide it now.   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That is good. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  For 2004-05, which is the current financial year, the new schools to receive approval 
were the Vale Anglican community school; a kindergarten to year 12 school at Ellenbrook; the Peter Carnley 
Anglican community school; a kindergarten to year 12 school at Wellard; the Serpentine-Jarrahdale grammar 
school for years 8 to 12, which is an interesting school, and I am very happy about that; and the Heritage college 
for kindergarten to year 10 in the south east metropolitan area, which was initially refused planning approval and 
registration but was approved after appeal.  Those are the schools. 

[3.50 pm] 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Does the minister have the list for the previous 12 months? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No.  That is the previous budget period of 2003-04.  However, it is not an issue getting 
the information for the member. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  If the information can be supplied, I would appreciate it. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The information to be supplied is for the 2003-04 financial year for non-government 
schools - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  - that received approval. 

[Supplementary Information No A29.] 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Of the schools that the minister referred to, how many were recommended for approval by the 
new non-government schools advisory committee? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  As I recall and as I understand it, of those schools, the new non-government schools 
advisory committee recommended approval for Vale Anglican community school and the Peter Carnley 
Anglican community school.  My recollection is that it recommended against the Serpentine-Jarrahdale grammar 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 8 June 2005] 

 p215b-217a 
Mr Max Trenorden; Chairman; Mr John Day; Mr Martin Whitely; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Norm Marlborough 

 [2] 

school, which is why I knew it was a matter of some interest.  It recommended for the Heritage college K-10 in 
the south east metropolitan area.  I initially said no.  That was followed by an appeal and the decision was 
reversed. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  By whom? 

Mr  A.J. CARPENTER:  I did not appeal. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  To whom did they appeal? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will get some advice. 

Mr B. Parkin:  For a school that is refused registration under the act, the applicant appeals the decision to a non-
government registration advisory panel.  The circumstances of setting up a panel are prescribed in the act, which 
is essentially the minister appointing independent people who were not involved with the original decision.  The 
application is then reassessed and a further recommendation is put to the minister.  That is what happened with 
the Heritage college application. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I see.  It was recommended by the original committee.  I remind members that advice 
comes to the minister, whoever the minister is, but the minister makes the decision in the end.  I looked quite 
closely at the advice for the Serpentine-Jarrahdale grammar school over a considerable period.  The matter was 
raised in Parliament and so on.  I considered there was a justifiable case for the establishment of the school and 
gave it a tick.   
Mr M.P. WHITELY:  A good decision. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thought so.   

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I refer to the significant issues and trends at page 318.  The first dot point states 
that Western Australia’s university acts need to be amended by 31 August 2005 to comply with national 
governance protocols.  I do not know whether the question I am going to ask fits the guidelines - 
The CHAIRMAN:  I hope so otherwise I will have to disallow it.   
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I am not sure what is contained in the national governance protocols.  There is a 
growing trend with universities in Western Australia that I regard as a real worry.  They are increasingly being 
driven by the need to make money.  We are seeing a trend in which there is less willingness on the part of the 
universities to recognise the transfer of study credits from one university to another, especially in the same field.  
I will give an example.  One of my constituents is a young student who started a degree at Murdoch University.  
As part of her masters course she finished a degree at the University of Western Australia because the course 
was not available at Murdoch University.  The course was in industrial law.  Having completed the industrial law 
course, she is studying for a law degree at Murdoch University.  She has applied for Murdoch University to 
recognise the portions of the industrial law course that she completed as they are a mirror image of the course 
she is now doing in law at Murdoch University.  The units she has done are, admittedly, under a different title.  
On the one hand, I have been told by the University of Western Australia that it believes that is the case.  On the 
other hand, Murdoch University rejected that position.  I cannot make any sense of why that would happen other 
than, because of the non-recognition, the student is forced to do the course again, albeit badged under law.  
These days, students pay for the courses they undertake.  Those are the circumstances.  I am finding that those 
sorts of issues are increasing.  Are they covered by the national governance protocols?  If some degrees cost up 
to $100 000, some consideration ought to be given to this. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Mr Werner will respond.  Obviously, the specifics of that case will not be familiar to 
us.  As a group, we worked very hard with the universities in Western Australia as well as the TAFE colleges to 
try to facilitate mutual recognition and transference of course accreditation and credits.  As the member suggests, 
there may well be factors outside the Western Australian political climate that are impacting on the initiative we 
sought to pursue. 
Mr T. Werner:  The dot point reference to the national governance protocols relates peripherally to the point the 
member is making.  The governance protocols were created by the commonwealth.  Through a tied-funding 
arrangement to the universities, the upshot is that unless the acts governing Western Australian universities are 
amended they will not comply with the protocols set by the commonwealth.  Therefore, they will not be eligible 
for funding increases in 2006.  The appropriate bill has been introduced into the Legislative Council and read a 
second time.  It will reach the Assembly, hopefully, in the not too distant future.  The protocols relate to the 
governing bodies of the universities, such as senates and councils - the size, the duties of members and matters of 
that kind.  Insofar as they relate to good governance of universities, they relate in theory to the case the member 
has drawn attention to.  It is a matter that the state has no way into legislatively.  There is no way the minister or 
the department can direct Murdoch University to do something about this.   

[4.00 pm] 
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Mr J.H.D. DAY:  What is the percentage increase in government funding of non-government schools, and will 
it be uniform across all non-government schools?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Perhaps I can get Mr Parkin to answer.   

Mr B. Parkin:  The indexation or escalation factor is typically not set until October, once an analysis has been 
undertaken of the movement in government school pupils - 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Is that for 2006?   

Mr B. Parkin:  That is for grants to non-government schools for 2006.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  What was the most recent one?   

Mr B. Parkin:  The most recent figure, of 3.1 per cent, is from October last year.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thank Mrs Jeffery and her staff.  We have been confronted with very complicated 
issues.  I have great regard for their efforts.   
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


